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The uniqueness of the cultural city Shimada

In the Edo period (1603-1868), ferry service was suspended when the water
level of the Oi River rose, a rule known as Kawadome. Everyone from commoners
to daimyo (feudal lords) and courtiers were stopped for a few days on both
banks of the river, and this gave rise to a rich community of authors and poets
who were stranded there. Perhaps due to that local character, Shimada is still
creating unique products, initiatives, and diverse culture, even today.
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