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The deep connection between Shimada and Green Tea [ What is
the trick to making good tea? / Like a tour of a French wine chateau
let’s tour tea factories in Shimada!

Shimada has lots to offer: Traditional festivals and Japanese confectionaries hailing from the Edo enioy

period. A historic railway with steam locomotives still chugging along from the early Showa period. SRUNIOSCRL I L e Y

And don't forget magnificent green tea fields extending in every direction, a view both revered and T@‘ Tasty Shimada! P.26
teasured in Japan. My recommended spots

Shimada city is surrounded by rich nature: From the mountains and peaks in the Southern Alps,to
Suruga Bay, the deepest bay in Japan. Located in the near center of Japan, Shimada is a medium-

4 =~ njo . .

sized,calm town, full of rare cultures and landscapes hardly seen anywhere else in Japan. s How do you feel after moving in? ... P.28
We made this guidebook by gathering recommendations from local people about must-try foods and ﬁ Ask Ms.8&hree What is life like in Shimada / Support System for

local places in Shimada. Drink, eat, and enjoy yourself! Furthermore, if you fall in love with Shimada, housing [/ Advise me! Q&A about living in Shimada

you can live here! It's not a flashy place, but you can feel authentic, local Japan in Shimada city with
its particular charm.
Let’s turn the page to start!
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Shimada Photo Gallery

The Fresh Spring
Green Tea Plantations
in Makinohara Heights

Shizuoka is known for its famous green tea production
areas. The Green Tea Plantations, in Makinohara Hei-
ghts in Shimada City, are the largest of such areas in
Japan. In Spring, sprouts of green tea grow, and the
landscape becomes a verdant carpet of bright green tea
fields. It’s quite a breathtaking sight.

With fresh green tea fields in Makinohara Heights,
the Oi River flowing under our eyes, and the majestic
views of Mt.Fuji, Shimada offers a incredibly special
location in Japan.




Oigawa Fireworks
Festival

With the Oi river flowing through Shimada city,
summer festival are held on 8th August every year.
From both banks of the wide river around 8,000
fireworks are launched. It’s a dynamic occurrence,
always fascinating people. With a nice breeze from
the river, you can see the unique and colorful fire-
works in the night sky. The sounds of fireworks
launching into the air and the cheerful voices reflect
the night and encapsulate the Shimada Summer Ex-
perience.




ber, Shimada cit§
en the traditional event
95sand has been held more
ISehieh. is also called "Obi
Qiee most unique
€5 an.
The parade of "O-yakko" is the highlig
Many men dress up with brocade fabric "Obi'

swords in a procession over 1km long that goes through
the city.
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Access from Tokyo
About 1 hour 30 mins from Tokyo by train === © i====
Tokvo Sta. PJR Shlnkansen Super Express:about 1hour) b Shizuoka Sta. } JR Tokeldo Line:about 30 mins) P Shimada Sta.

About 3 hours from Tokyo by car .ﬂ
Tokyo b Tomel H:gh Way > Yoshlda tC or ShlmadaKanaya{Shm Tomel ngh Way) bShamada

Access from Nagoya

About 1 hour and 20 mins from Nagoya by train <=2 © &)
Nagoya Sta.» JR Shinkansen Super Express:about 1 hour) » Kakegawa Sta. » (JR Tokaido Line:about 20 mins) » Shimada Sta.

About 2 hours from Nagoya by car saR
Nagoya P (Tomei High Way) P SagaraMakinohara IC or ShimadaKanaya IC(Shin Tomel High Way) » Shimada

From Mt. Fuji Shizuoka Airport

About 30 mins by car b Shimada Sta., Kanaya Sta., each urban area ﬂ
By bus » {1nca| bus: about 30 mlns) » Shimada Sta., / (about 60 mins) » Shizuoka Sta. m

© Google map
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There are plenty of attractions that can only be found in this
C | ty P rof| |e city. Nature, history,industry, transportation and culture all flou-
rish together as a hub of exchange since erasof long ago.

Shimada city is located In the middle of Shizuoka prefecture, The Oi river flows from the Southern Alps, through Shimada to the Suruga Bay,
which made Shimada a flourishing post station on the Old Tokaido highway In the Edo era. After the Meiji period Shimada came to be known
as one of the greal green tea towns all over Japan.

sShimada was the first town In Japan where women exercised their political rights. Now the city hoids the women's parliament, and women
can express their opinions and the city embraces them for making Shimada city life better.

Land 315.70 km square
Population About 100,000

Main industries

Green tea, papar making

Hometown Ambassadors Masanori Kawai (Executive Chairman of Nippan Express Co., Lid),
Tetsuya Bessho (actor),

Celebrities Yuki wata (film director), Kayoko Kishimoto (actress), Masafumi Goto
(musician), Yukihiro lkeda {tuba player), Yuki Sanyutel (Rakugo storyteller),
Sho Naruoka (soccer player), Hirotokd Onosawa (rugby player)

Annual events

m Suberazu Jizou Statue Prayer Festival in the middle of January every year.

Fastival for Jizou Statue on the stone-paved slope 'shidatami zaka' of the Old Tokaido road at Kanaya-shuku,
Prayer for passing schoal examinations, and for successful and prosperous business.

(B Kawane Sakura Matsuri annually at the end of March until the start of April

o welcome the blooming season of chermy blossoms along the O River

03 Kanaya Green Tea Festival in the middle of April every two years,

\." en tea in the area of Kanaya, one of the man green tea "brands’ of Shimada

.“‘“ siumes for picking leaves show off their splendid dances.

on the 10th of August every year.

D Oigawa Fireworks Festival
The unique firewarks festival held along both the Shimada and Kanaya banks of the Oi River, About 8,000 fireworks are launched

m Shimada Mage Festival on the 3rd Sunday of September every year.

This festival is held to ¢ ite the birthplace of Shimada Mage (a tapknot halrstyle) as ane of the traditional representations of Japanese halrstyles,
70 M: da Mage Dochu',

re|

age Musurmes wearing Yukata with various Japanese hairstyles walk in a parade called 'Shima

@ obi Festival in the middle of October once every three years.

ous attraction in the festival is
'm**" a uccva EC 'JJ - awa “I an ro 1": mulc aff [a I'r 1o swort u\ This festival Is considered amoung one of the three odd

of the Of River, The most fam

(i1
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Recommended Spots in the city

Kawane Onsen

Annamarie ¥ (Hot spring)

from Arizona, USA, has been st- o P R : SR ; i
aying in Shimada for & months Soak your skin smooth in the iron-rich waters of the Kawane hot spring.
Shimada ig the first place she has There iz a swimming pool, as well as the famous outdoor bath for tour
lived in Japan. She is excited to ists to enjoy alongside the locals. There is a restaurant with Japanese food,
=ypeience the raditionel and aur and souvenir shops attached to the building. Thers is also a free “foot

thentic Japan s 3 e
Ll bath" that can be enjoyed easily, and contains the same Kawane onsen

water as the baths, The foat bath has a slightly higher temperature than
the regular baths. After only a short period of time your legs will become

Andy velvely smooth. Many people can enjoy standing or siting around the
from Pennsylvania, USA, There aren’t dazz“ng Sightsee_ IOQI bath while engaging in pleasant conversation. The Kawane onsen
stayed in Shimada for 5§ moriths. ing spots‘ but there are many price starts at ¥510.

He has often returned to enjoy relaxin and charmin |EICGS

the nature, onsen, and green ; ; 9 . gp Tel 0547-53-4330

tea that the area is blessed with. in Shimada Clty‘ Some of them el e SO ES80 e

i i i Address 2208asamado Kawa
r |n f t I-t r r |n n_ b il et
are in fact quite rare in Japa Bd o

Whethgr for a group, a family, URL hitp:/kawaneonsen. jp/
or the independent traveler, B

we will introduce you to the re- ~

commended spots!

cho Shimada-city

I didn't realise the river _ a

crossings on the Tokaido N\ Shimada Museum ,/

Road played such an im- \ v b
H H 1 i1

portant role in Shimada's

culture. // At this museum you can learn all about the history of Shimada, a flourishing post town in 1ts day

7 on the famous Old Tokaido Road from Tokyo to Kyoto. There were dangerous crossings at the

Qi river so fravelers were forced to wait for days in the town of Shimada. The museum is located

on the comer of fne Kawagoshi (old river crossing) ruins, and is designated protected by the

government. The old ruins have been restored, such as the barrier station and old inns, making

it easy to fel the authentic and traditional atmosphere of the Edo era. Along the street thers is

also a "Bunkan"{annex museum), which is inside a Japanese house of the Meii era. Admission

ta the museum is ¥ 300.

Tel s SRS
50 Kawara Shimada-city.

Address
URL hitos:/fwww city.shimada shizuoka.jp/findex.html
The Sieam Locomotives were used along this route in the early Showa period,

\
and they made daily trips as part of the transporiation lifeline on the Olgawa River, H 0 ra i - B ri d g e w
|\

Wow! Check out the black
(' steam coming out of the

smoke stack! The Locomotives are actually guite rare in Japan, The Oigawa Railway consists
of about 65 kilometers with two lines. One line is the Qigawa Honsen (Oigawa
Main Line) alang the Oi river, and the other is the lkawa Sen (lkawa Line), which
goes up to the Southern Alps. The landscape from the train puts the spectacular
nature of the countryside on display: You can enjoy the seasonal views of green
tea fields, cherry blossams, and falling leaves, Tickels are available for ¥2520 for
a one way adult ticket. It takes about 80 mins one way. The departure time is
around lunch time, s0 don't miss the chance to geta famous japangse bento box
at the station to take with you for your ricle!

The Horai bridge is world's longest wooden foatbridge and certified by
the Guinness Book of World Records, with its length of 837.4 meters.
It's very papular as a tourist distination. And 897 .4 can be pronounced
"ya-ku-na-shi’ which sound means 'Good Luck' in Japanese.

Many people visit the bridge for them healthy life. It is also often used
in the fiming of period dramas .The walking fee for adults is only ¥100
and for elementary schoal students less than ¥ 10,

TO e JORITRBAE e
Address  2-1112-ZKanayaazuma, Shimada-city
Opening hours 9:00-17:00 Tel _.0547-37-1241 (Shimada city fourism association)

URL http/joigawat-railway.co jp/ Address 2.22.14 Minam|, Shimadacoity.




One day trip on a

Steam s
Locomotive!

Ms. Bi Hongya from China and her daughter, Sakura,who
will turn 2 years old soon.

They have wanted to ride the Steam Locomatives on the
Oigawa Railways for a long time. Finally, they got to try it!
Sakura is interested in many things, so let’s go on an exc-
iting trip with her!

Ms. Bi Hongya and her daughter Sakura, She moved 1o
Shimada from China about 2 years ago. She enjoys her
cdays raising Sakura and ining "Galkokujn Mama no Kal
[mother's meetings for mams from couréries outside of
Japen). Since she: often sees the Cigawa Rallway on TV,
sha wanted 1o expeniance it for harsall and with Sakura,
“How nice to zee the Steam Locomotives st running
throwgh the town!”

\ Look over there! /

Go fo the platfomn at Shin-Kanaya Station. You can find
the Steam Locomotive that they will nde on today. Sakura
looked at the train with 4 senge of wonder, wher: her

mother ponted and told her, *You can ses the steam
coming from there!”

The body of the steam Iocomatives were: made abot
90 years ago, oiving them a cool, antique ook,

box and so
rve your favorita bento

Don't forget o get
tea for your ride. You can aiso r

Take a souvenic photo
[hey both take a ook in §

engie diver,
er's cab, and prepare for the desariure with a few pictures.

1 both more excitad.
Look at all the
souvenirs!

Tha engine drivers are really cod’, which rmakes &

(1152

Leaving Shin-Kanaya Station
frip of 90 minutes o Senzu
laoking af the scenas out the
but It wais stil nics enough o see ¢
There were akso old-fashion

Ekiben Time.

y ! ! aly (2 Japan!
Time for them io gat

Many souvenirs tooked appealing to her
and it was hard for her to decide which
ones 1o buy,

areen tea, edibl
delicacies - 1
with ocal ingred

y finally arive at Senzu stabion, They finish with some
nice: pictures on the steam locomoative, Sakura was a litte
afrald &t the start of the joumey, but by the end she wa
waning her hands and smifing

led

Station: bento s f

Let's go!

Other spots in the city

e T Tel 0547-36-7187
Shimada City pggress Noda, Shimada city
Central Park

Shimada City Central Park is the largest park in Shimada. The rides of the
Mini-SL and the mini-oullet trains are very popular with children. There is an
atletic ground, and a pond with waterfowl birds, both of which can help you
enjoy the nature in the forest. And inside the park there are tennis courts and
agym, as weill as sports faclities that can be used for indoor sporting events
at an extra charge.

) - Tel 0547-37-0505

Rose Hill Park Address 1652-1 Noda, Shimada-city
wsewssasusserssesasannene Closes Tuesday

Roses are the city flower of Shimada. Rose Hill Park is horme to about 360
varieties of roses and 8700 roots of roses are grown in the 1.9 hectares both
indoors and outdoars. The flowering tme far the roses oceur during Spring
faround May and June) and Fall (around October and November), Every year
there are various rase-themed festivals. Admission is ¥300 for adults, and
¥160 for children.

0547-53-2212

Address 796 leyama Kawanecho, Shimada-city
Opening hours 9:00~19:00

"""""""""""""""""" Tel

Maruie Shoyu
This shop was founded in 1910 as a producer of miso and soy sauce, con-
sidered essential for Japanese dishes and spices. Wel-selected ingredients
are used one by one in an artisanal process following the traditional recipes
and caoking methods, Miso starts at ¥373 per 500g , and around a half liter
of soy sauce starts from ¥ 806, They are also popular as souvenirs to bring
back from your trip.

Mk-h Tel 0547-46-2844
akKinohara (Shimada City Tourism Association)

Address Kanaya Fujimicha, Shimada-city

This is a superb spot to get a sweeping pancramic of Shimada at night or during
the day. Inthe spring cherry blossoms bloom, and if the weather is nice during
the daytime, ME. Fuji can be seen fising in the background.

The view at night is espacially breathtaking. The autumn season has particularly
clear skies, which afford spectacular views of Suruga Bay, the deepest bay in
Japan. The landscape continues to impress even the local citizens who live
here. Enjoy the scenery while leisurely sitting on a nearby bench!

% \)

T Tel 0547-35-2228
Oi-jinja Shrine Address 2316 Oimachi,Shimada-city.
Located in the heart of the city, the O Shrine Is the major shrine of Shimada.
The three-part-body of the deily depicts a goddess, representing the God of
gasy childbirth, known as the guardian of women and children. And it holds
two famous event 'Obi Festival and ‘Shimada hMage Festival'. Both of them
are very fraditional and have deep refationship with Shimada.

"""""""""""""""""""" Tel 0547-34-3341

Kodomo Kan Address Obirla 4th floor,3-3 Hontori Shimada-cily
{Play facility) Opening hours 10:00~19:00
semsssssssmssssmesseeeeeeeeee . Gloses  Monday

Located near Shimada Station, the indoor play facility is not only for babies
and small children, but junior high school students can enjoy it as well,

A climbing wal, & ball pit, and a sandbox are just a few of the activites avall
able. Since it is indoors, the weather can't stop the fun! Its a popular place
for parents and children to make friends. Admission is free for those below
pre-school, ¥100 for elementary school students and adults (Shimada citizens)
the admission is ¥200 for visitors who are not residents of Shimada,

19



Froad af World-Class
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Shimada city is a green tea production
area famous throughout Japan.

Fresh tea fields stretch all over the city,
while sweet aromas of fresh green tea
hang in the air. The History of Tea, how
to make it and how to drink it... the more
you know, the more fun you will surely
have in Shimada! Let's look at the world
of Shimada Green Teal!

The deep connection between Shimada city and Green Tea.

The drastic and rapid change of the previous era gave rise to green tea.

In Shizuoka Prefecture, well established as a prominent area for green fea, the
Shimada area is particularly famous as it has a deep and long connection fo
green tea. Records from the early Edo era show payment for land taxes with
green tea instead of the more traditonal rice, proving that Shimada has been
known as a green tea producing area for hundreds of years. The extensive
areen tea fields surrounding the Makinohara Heights, which is Japan's largest

such area, started after the beginning of the Meiji era. The retainers of the sho-
gunate in Edo{current day Tokyo)and the laborers for the crossing of the Oi River
lost therr jobs because of the Meiji Restaration. Neighboring farmers started
cultivating the wide, fertle land, and they began growing green tea, The green
tea farms of this area were fruly born out of drastically changing times.

Three kinds of green tea areas, three blessed ways nature helps them grow.

In Shimada city, extending from North to South, there are three main tea
producing areas: "Shimada tea" in the old Shimada city area ", Kanaya tea"
in the old Kanaya area, and "Kawane tea” in the old Kawane area.

The Oi River flows down the middie of Shimada city nourishing it with fertile
soil. The daylight hours are rather short due fo the surrounding mountains.
These mountains also cause great temperature changes along with a morning
mist. All of these combine to create a perfect enviranment to praduce green
tea. It is interesting fo note e clear differences in tastes and flavars in the fea
from the different disfricts, due to the fact that each area makes various efforis
to naturally enhance and make the most of the environment.

For example,"Shimada teg" is characterized by a beautiful color and an elegant
aroma. "Kanaya tea' has a slightly astringent infial taste, a fascinatingly sweet
aftertaste, and a fresh, Uniquely deep aroma. "Kawane tea” fascinates many
people with its light yellow-green color, as well as by ifs thickness, and strength
of sweetness that is essential for green tea. Please take the time fo compare
the green teas by trying to note the differences in taste between each ane,
"Visit Shimada City to know Japanese Green Tea', is the motio that aftracts
many visitors from all over the world, Shimada's green lea is world renowned
and we are proud that this tea is considered and certified "world class."

o imada ] i- is our new slogan!
Sh da GREEN Ci-TEA JAPAN | g
je—

For Hundreds of years through growing, drinking, and

T— ' developing green tea, Shimada cty has made its culture graen horizontal lines (Shimada tea, Kanaya tea and Kawang
B I nto an art. By creating an image of "green tea," which is
—_— I deeply rooted in the lives of Shimada citizens, the logo

(shown left) has spread all over the country, The primary Shimada is home 1o Japan's biggest area of green tea fams.

color is, of course, green-tea green. The image of tea
EH | M ADA fields is shown within the circle representing Japan's Rising tea, and sometimas enjoying a fresh cup of green tea in the
GREEN CiTEA Sun. The circle is the.n- quv.ded intg four Islands or "Shima garden. The logo perfectly capfures the fascinating experience
(8)" In Japanese. Finally the white cross between the
siands resembles the Kanji B for rice fields, pronounced right places.Shimada City Green Tea-ization is in progress!
"DA". The three blue vertical lines represent the Oi River,

JAPAN

and the three famous teas of Shimada are depicted as three

tea). These elements were intertwined with a traditional japanese
pattem, called "Sanki Kuzughi',

People here live in harmany with nature, while cultivating green

of Shimada, which you can find in the city if you look in the
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While you are in Shimada city,
you might want to taste deli-
cious green tea against the
perfect backdrop.

It’s easy to make it happen
here! David and Oscar have
deep interests in Japanese
green tea. They have learned
much on how to make good
green tea at home from the

22

It’s easy to make delicious green tea!

'l like Japanese green tea, but |'ve never tried putting fresh leaves
in a teapot. It seems interesting but a little difficult to do," was what
David and Oskar used to think. So they went to Asahien Yu (a tea
shop in Kawane) to learn the correct ways on how to make proper
green tea. First of all, it is important to consider what kind of char-
acter you want the tea to have.They were surprised when they heard
that “the tem-perature of the water and the brewing time makes all
the difference as to whether the tea will have a sweet taste, bitter
taste, or an astri-ngent taste.” First, the measurement of green tea
should be approp-riate. Then, follow the instructions to achieve the
appropriate tempe-rature to make sweet tasting green tea. It was
their first try, but they looked like they were really havingfun,

Asahien Yu's key piece of advice is “do everything slowly.”

masters of green tea.

How to make delicious
green tea

D g b vt T““T ==
Pour hot water into teacups, |\ /|

i

7

Put green tea leaves into the Pl

[eapol <
N v

Paur the hot water from the teacups into the
teapot
Put the lid on the pot and leave o
it for a minute or less to steep -\—:PC%;
=

T

Poura lttle bif from one teacup to the next,
This is very impartant to maintain consistency
between the different cups of tea, _ermma
7
E£CP

You can get green tea here! Q

Recommended tea shops

in Shimada

Shizuoka Shimada Sasuki-en

| recommend
authentic drip
tea bags!

Drip tea-type deep-steamed tea “Mextea” is used the same as with leaf
typed green tea.

YYou can make an exiract even with the drip type just like in a teapol. The
correct way to make green tea is thankiuly shown on the package.
(¥130 for 1bag )

Asahi-en Yu

Please come by
when you visit
Kawane!

n the tea shop's cafe you can eat sweets made with green tea. There is
aromatic Genmai tea, Kawane tea, Kuzumachi (green tea taste ar-rowroot
cake) covered with orgami -popular with people of every country and age
group.

e
;_t,.‘.'.-;' Addres

Opening hou

Closed Awaysopen oo
URL hitp://tea-asahien.com/?mode=f2 .

lizuka chaho

Our classic way of
selling is till true to
the traditions and
history of Tea in
Shimada

The tea shop is located within 2 minutes from Shimada station. As always,

itis loved by the locals. You can buy an original blend with your favorite taste.

The service is really special for people who know a litle more about tea.

Closed  oundays

URL fip: vy ne. jorasahifiizukachaho/ocheyal, </

Visit the speciality tea shops if you buy
green tea. From popular tea to seasonal
tea, let' s ask them their specials!

Kanesu Seicha

You can taste a
wide variety of
tea here! \

JE“**

Qur goods were awarded a gold medal at the world green tea contest
for various kinds of green tea. At the store you can learn about green
tea over tea-fasting in English. Organic products are avalable too.

; Address B34-1 Ushio Shimadacity
Opening hours 8:00~17:00

Yamaseki-en Seicha

You can make and taste
green tea with a Japanese
teapot at our store!

This high grade green tea, and guite a rare kind, is made by picking each
eaf one by one. It will be sure to please all, To bring out the best taste,
the hot water shouid be around 70-80%, and pour it gently! Its a delicate
grade.

L’)pem_ng_ hours 1
Closed = Openeveryday . .
URL htp: /A yamasekien co. o/

Kanetsu Nakano-en

With easy access from the
airport, this tea shop is %\
surrounded by .
green tea fields!

The green fea here represents the full variety of the Makinochara Heights
area, which is the largest tea plantation area in all of Japan, Here you can
eam how 1o make a perfect cup of fea with a classic Japanese teapot.
Green tea is also popular as a souvenir, because it's a good size, and the
exterior of the package is very beautiful. Some have a piclure of a
plantafion with Mt Fuji In the background, others have a green tea fields
with the famous SL steam locomotve chugging along in the background.
A greal little souvenir!

Tel .....0047-46

Closed  Sundays, holidays
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Like a tour of a French wine chateau.....

Let’s tour tea factories

in Shimada!

After mastering the way of drinking green tea, we should
visit the tea manufacturers. We can visit the tea fields and
tea manufacturers in the city. While viewing the tea fields,
we can see the professional tea farmers making tea their
special way! You should visit too!

This will be such an amaz-
ing experience to taste their
tea while visiting their tea
fields.

I'm so excited for my first
visit with the tea farmers at
their tea fields.

Tamura No-en &/ Kawane green tea
In the mountains, overlooking the town of Kawane, Tamura Noen
is located ina green tea field - making your heart feel at ease.
The owner, Mr Tamura, welcomed David and Oskar with a classic
green tea on the veranda in an old Japanese house, The tea had
a deep faste, which fhey enjoyed with green tea flavored cookies.
Both of them said " el ke we've come 1o a siylish cafe”. After
having a conversation for a while, they seemed to be kindred spirits
in tea falk. With excitement they visited his tea fields, feeling as if
they were going on an expedition. Though the path on the way was
a steep siope, they said "what & refaxing place,"a place they could
enjoy walking through the tea fields, through the landscapes in the
calm mountains.

080-1183-3419

(ikumi Mura )
- (s) _.V

’ & =

o Ikumi green tea
. ‘.
= .
]
RT L .
\\51 A / .
[ ]
{ Tamura No-en }} -
— .
/ ]
[ .
! L
| Kawane green tea ,'
{ o 'O : o
| ] /'"
| ® J/
(»] .‘ o
o ¥
| [ 3 /
/..’

{ Imura-en ]

Benifuki black tea

___https:/www facebook com/famuranouen

Hmmm, how can | make
my green tea at home
taste this good?

E \ GOAL/

v
Qanema Sabou )

O Hatsukura green tea

- _ Kanema Sabou

Address 1217 Kanaya lzumicho, Shimada city
IO ORI s tiitiasiis

0987890077

‘e Kanaya kikugawa area Jr »

lkumi Mura % lkumi green tea
Hather than becoming a tea farmer, Mr. Saito tumed his attention towards re-
searching tea. You could call him a tea schelar, or even a Doctor of tea. By mak-
ing the most of his experience as a teacher of thermadyramics af a University,
he slarted developing flavored tea with ingredients onginally from Japan, such as
cherry blossoms, citron, and hydrangeas. After tasting those teas which are rarely
saen on the markel, David and Oskar visited his green tea plantation in the neigh-
borhood. By opening and stretching the roots of his green tea, he showed them
4way 1o check e thickness of the trunks and color of 1he leaves, His thoughis
are inclined towards ecological ways 1o grow the tea, and how to test the soll. It
was [ke a lecture on tea. After the Inspection Oskar said,” once again, I'd ke to
get a good taste of his tea.” The attention to detail by Mr. Saito towards his tea
impressed Oskar greatly,

Imura-en &7 Benifuki black tea

Recently in Shimada the number of tea farmers who make Japanese
black tea is increasing. We visited a tea farmer named Mr. Imura,

who makes Japanese black tea with a Japanese tea plant variety
named "Benifuki”. He made one of his popular black teas far them,
and to their surprise, MrImura said * | prefer black tea to green tea’
His tea processing factory for green tea and black tea is surprisingly
compact, but what surprised David mare was the sheer number of
machines. The black tea is made with loving care. It has a slightly
astringent taste, but it's also a litte swest! By tasting the tea Oskar
thougnt “Japanese black tea is now as good as regular Japanese tea.”

Wow, 've never
tasted this kind of
black tea before!

& Hatsukura green tea

The owner, Mr. Tominaga, has vast green tea fields along the Oi River,

What impressed and surprised David and Oskar was the great landscape,
where you can see Mt Fuji and the Oi river beyond the wide green tea plantations extending into Makino-
hara Heights. "It's awesome fo pick green tea in this beautiful place!” he said while taking a lot of pictures.

The tea made In the tea processing factories gives you a faste of the history of the local tea communities,
And the tea is sfrong, deep and bitter, yet has a slightly sweet taste. The old marks ot the store names on
the board in the factary realy
aftracted Oskar' s attention.

He enthusiastically conversed
with Mr. Tominaga by asking
questions refated to the local
tea history.

~ | got some of their
tea so | can make |
it at home!
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How do you feel after moving in?

What is like

in Shimada?

After enjoying sightseeing, take a moment to breathe in and
feel the air in the city to understand how it is to live here.
Just try to imagine how actual life in Shimada is day in and
day out. We interviewed Ms. Shree Shahi Fujita who moved
to Shimada from Nepal and asked her for her first impressions
and what life is like in Shidmada.

In 2007, Ms.Shree Shahi Fujita would go to
Shizuoka City to work her part-time job,

and then she would attend a language school.

She had started her life in Shimada six years
before. After Ms. Shree married, she became
pregnant, and moved in with her husband's
parents.

‘At that time, | would just go back and forth
between school and my workplace, so | didn't
have many friends. | simply wanted to be with
the person who was supporting me.” The bus
stop was near, as well as a lot of stores in the
urban area of Shizuoka city.

At first she felt Japanese was too difficult,so
she had decided to go back to her country.
But gradually, that feeling started to disappear,
and now she says “Shimada is like my second
home”.

"Everybody is warm and kind, it's ke my hometown.” Sometimes she visits “Kishapoppo™ a meet and greet for parents and children. It's held in the citizen community center
“My Tamily always supports me when I'm in rouble”

What helped Ms. Shree was the kindness of Shimada people.

Sometimes she joins “Yome Kai” (a party for
daughters-in-law), consisting of housewives
and relatives. It's one of the helpful ways she
can work off stress. But whenever she gets
homesick for Nepal, she listens to music, and
distracts herself by making Nepalese foods with
a lot of spices.

“My family likes my Nepalese curry, and
sometimes | share it with my neighbors too.”
Ms. Shree is a private English teacher, but
she always finds time to help raise her 5 year
old daughter and 2 year old son. She said that
she often spends her time with them at Shimada
Central Park and Kodomo-kan in Obiria.

Ms. Shree said, “everybody is really kind,”
something she repeated many times. She carries
a bright and genuine expression on her face.
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“_Let us support people moving in!

~Support System for housmg in Shlmada~

By

1Y amiﬂclj Iumr "JI

For those who have moved from outSIde the Shlzuoka prefecture, there is a subsidy system for
temporary housing during the building of a new house.
Please contact the Shimada City Community Development Department for more details.

We will support people

moving to Shimada!

We would like you to settle down in Shimada.
There is a subsidy system to encourage people who want to live here.

“Subsidy to support 'Let's live in Shimada” is a support system for people who want to stay or live in Shimada city.
You can combine several subsidies according to your family circumstances and the contents of the house you
want to live in.

Try to imagine the comfortable and peaceful feeling of being a resident here.

Persons who have lived outside of Shizuoka Prefecture for more than 1 year.
Persons who moved to Shimada city to stay for more than 5 years.
Persons who built or bought a house in Shimada city. *Persons who bought a house to rent not eligible.

(regardless of whemer itis a newl y constructed house or an older houss):

It needs to be a residential home (apartments are excluded)

The residential area of the house must be more than 50 square meters.

In the case of joint housing, the residential area of the house must be more than one-fourth of the total floor space of the building.
The living room, entrance, kitchen, and bathroom, including the WC, must be furnished.

The agreement date for the building or construction contract must be within six months of the date before you moved in.

- — - You can combine freely for your living style.
The maximum price of the submdy is 1,200,000 yen per applicant for
the total price of the basic amount and any additional costs. But the ;
) . . Build or pun::hase Purchase an older
maximum grant per single year is 1,000,000yen. anan honss arLead Hotise:
: . . 500 000 yen , 300,000yen
The basic amount (housing acquisition) ] (maximum)
+ Build or purchase with new construction .... 500,000yen (maximum)
* Purchase of a used house .... 300,000yen (maximum) +
Additional amount Build or purchase from a Renovation by
o . { construction company constructer !
- Living with a child under 15 years old ... 200,000yen . basedin the city or inthe city ‘:6\
* Reforming a used house by a specific . 300,000 2
i 000ye! i
general contractor ..+, 300,000 (maximum) | (S oo b
+ Commuting fee .... 400,000yen (2 years maximum)
A speolfio general contractor ;agn.fies a contractor that has a head ofﬂce. Living with a child no older than a jUnior n H
a branch office or a place of business (same for individuals and corporations) ; high school student as a dependent
This includes holding an office and regular staff in the city, and possesses i 200,000 yen per single household
an office telephone number (personal mobile phone is excluded from this i
conlract.) +
Attention! Check the due date to apply! ) )
; Allowance for parking, train and
You have to submit an application within 2 menths of ether day (After the final accepted ; bus in the city
date, the application will be denied) 400,000yen (2 years maximum)
Building a new house - The completion day of the construction (inspection dote of com- ; '
plation or date of ragistration)

Purchase a new house - The day of the signed contract for the sale of house S

Contact us for more information -
Community Development Dept of Shlmada Tel : 0547-36-7197  E-mail - chiikizukuri@city.shimada.lg jp

How about a laid-back life in a local area while

living in a used Japanese house?

Hecommendatlon of use for Shlmada Aklya Bank (Vacant house bank)

There is a system to get mformal:on about Vacant houses to people who want to reside in them speon‘loally in ’rhe
Kawane area of Shimada. There is also a small assistance financial system in place for reforming vacant houses.
Please contact us if you have an interest in living a local life in the Kawane area surrounded by rich nature.

What is it like in the Kawane area? RS e

The oountryssde town is Iooated in the North of Shlmada in

Shizuoka Pref and is surrounded by classic Japanese mo- 1

untains. : Shimada area
Known for its green tea brand "Kawane Cha” and Kawane '

Onsen (hot spring).

The view of steam locomotives chugging along the suspended

bridge over the Oi River is one of the magnificent representative

views of Kawane.

How can | apply for the Akiya Bank?

Feel free to ask to rent or purchase

Check the information about vacant houses on the city’ s homepage or at
e a1 LT the Machidukuri information desk.

first Kawane no Kai in Kawane.

The date is also available by paostal service, (in Japanese only).

Contact by telephone, fax or e-mail if there are any vacant houses you
would like to know more about.
You can also ask directly at the information desk {Japanese only).

Register as a person who wishes to take part in the system, and thenfilling

Registration complete the application by filling your information in.

v

Inspection
and
Consultation

You can take a look at a house with the attendance of the house provider
or a real estate agent (reservation required).

V

Register as a person who wishes to take part in the system, and then

:E:t:l{i;:;ons complete the application by filling your information in.

-

Negotiate after the city directly contacts the provider, alternatively a real
Negotiate estate agent can mediate between you and the provider.

Completion and moving in!

Contact us for more information about applying
Community Development Dept. of Shimada Tel 1 0547-36-7197  E-mail - chiikizukuri@city.shimada.lg.jp
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Please advise me!

about living in Shimada

When you don’t know how to start your fun in Shim-
ada,come to us and make the most of your chances
to enjoy the uniqueness the city offers!

You don’t want to waste a great opportunity!

We will discuss seven points to make your Shimada
life enjoyable and comfortable.

The Japanese way of taking an onsen (hot spring bath).

Actually, | have a great interest
in onsens, but | haven't tried it
yet. | don't really know onsen
culture, so it makes me a little
nervous.

Don’t worry so much!
You can definitely en-
joy onsens if you learn
a few simple rules.

Washing your body before soaking in the onsen is an important cultural rule. It keeps the onsen clean, After that, do nat put towels or your
hair inside the bathtub, Even though it's a kakenagashi type of onsen (fresh, hot running spring water), please remember the importance of
a few simple onsen rules to keep the bath clean. You'll really love it

| don’t have a car,
so | want to master
) how to get on buses
If you can master it, to go to more places.
it will be economical
and convenient!

Basically, you can enter at the back door, and exit from the frontside. Take the ticket {a number is writlen on i) when you get on, and pay
the amount of money shown on the number on the board into the fare box when you get off. If you need to exchange maney, use the
money exchanger next to the fare box before you insert maney into the fare box.

NOﬂ&EdtOtlp You don’t have to tip in

Japan, so you can relax

: ) when you are in restau-
In the USA, if there is it calas

better service,or | like It can cause extra

t_he staff, | will usually Sitess inthe USAI
tip more. ._

No need to tip! Service is famous for being great in Japan
and it costs nothing extra!

There is no tipping culture in Japan, so price you pay is the price on the receipt. Sometimes you might feel like giving a tip for good service,
50 an “arigatou’with a smile is the best way to express gratitude.

Separating trash

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Yeah, especia[ly Ja-
panese recycling, like
white trays from the

supermarket.

Separating trash is
really complicated in
Japan, sometimes

| don’t know how to
dispose of everything..

Trash is basically separated into burnable and non-burnable items. You can dispose of burnable frash with the designated city bags-you
can buy thesa at supermarkets and convenience stares (they are color coded, depending on the type of recycling or trashi

As for unburnable trash, you can put that into a basket and place it in the garbage collection place. Some supermarkets also collect rec-
yclable trash like cans and bottles

9 9 '3
What’s the emergency number* | really didn’t know

""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" what to do when | lost
my wallet.

It will be helpful if you can reme-
mber the emergency numbers
since it's different from American
emergency numbers.

In Japan the numbers for the police and the fire department are different. 110 is for the police and 119 is for the fire department or an
ambulance. If you don't have a mobile phone, you can use a telephone box for free to dial the emergency numbers. Caling an ambulance
is available for free in Japan, you can call without warrying about money!
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Can we drink the tap water in Japan?

Yes, | always use the

tap water to make tea,
and it's actually really

good.

| haven't drank
the tap water at
home yet, is it
OK?

Shimada-city uses running water from the Oi River for its water sources. Thanks to the blessing of the Southern Alps, we can drink the
tap water directly. Of course ihis includes schools and affices as well, | is said that Japanese water is soft water and it is good fo Use
for green tea.

Links related
to Shimada city

To know more about Shimada city, here are some sites for details!

Official Shimada city homepage
(English)

Is cash better than a credit card?

| often use my credit card at the supermarket ]—3&
and convenience stores in America.

Here, cash is definitely preferred for
j transactions.

Some stares and restaurants in the city haven't infroduced the credit card system. Basically, cash is the main way to pay. Therefore we
recommend exchanging enough mongey beforehand,
Also, exchange spols are only at the airport and the banks, and the hours are limited so plan ahead to exchange.

W=Talalitiae] 711 v Patalla foese P AThAe that nan Alenoren v {irpyed ipp wiereacae har it T hRie o v et s Hhe
In addition, all 7-11 convenience stores nave ATMS that can dispense yen direcily from your overseas bank account, This is usually the

asies

Useful information in English provided for foreigners from the
city homepage.

URL hitp:/iwww.city.shimada.shizuoka.jp/
kouhou/aboutshimadacity.html

Oigawa Railway

Information about timetables, fees, and attractions along the
line. It's a useful site to help you prepare for your ride.

URL http://oigawa-railway.co.jp/

Emergency Shelter Navi
Japanese/Chinese/Korean/English/Tagalog
/Portuguese/German/Catalog/Arabic

Helpful application locating and showing the way to the nearest

emergency shelter from your location in case of an emergency.

URL http://fukuno.jig.jp/2014/findrefugeodp

Shimada City Tourism
Association

Infreducing tourism spots and information about events in the
cify. (The website wil open in April 2016)

URL http:/www.shimada-ta.jp/

Kawane Onsen Fureai-no-lzumi

For more information about the feas for the bath and meal
menus at Kawang Onsen.

URL http://kawaneonsen.jp/

free Wi-Fi navi

URL http:/fukuno.jig.jp/2014/freewifinavi
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Annemarie (usa)

With good weather and
scenery, | really enjoyed!
Shimada is a unique area
with nature, hot springs and
good food. Also It was wo-
nderful to make new friends

David (France)

| could find new aspects
of Japan through reporting
this city. Rural views were
wonderful, and you must
taste green tea in Shimada!

Pesople are very kind and
easy taking in this city
Living in here is comfort-
able and enjoyable.

T

When you come to Shimada,
try to visit local places! Its
food and culture were novel,
and especially amazake-
Japanese sweet alcohol
drink was tasty!

Editors’

Postscripts

For everyone who cooperated
for the interviews and
photoshoots,
we tried to listen and
convey your impressions.

You should visit Oigawa
Railway in Shimadal!
The sream locomotives
are so cool!

Welcome to

4% SHIMADA GREEN Ci-TEA JAPAN

‘ shimada green city Japan

Shree (Nepal)

Living in this city, | enjoy

beautiful scenery of nature
and tea fields everywhere
People welcome foreigners,
and foods are good,

Oskar (sweden)

Mountains, flat areas,
rivers and forests |
Shimada is not a big city,
but has all of them. So we —_—
can enjoy various experi- -
ences from its environment!




